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wore told that the regime o 


President Salvador Allende 1 Cosicns la adopting a progressively harder 
line in it » dealings with MIR (the Movement of the Revolutionary Left). 

The primary reason for the 1 graving disaffection la the revolutionary 
group's continuing "land Invasions" in southern Chile. What disturbs 
All ends is popular discontent vith MIS* a lack of selectivity, as many 
of the invasions are occurring on farms vhich have less acreage than the 
maxi nun alloved under the agrarian reform lav currently in effect. In 
past months, the police oftentimes vould do nothing to interfere vith 
this KIR activity. Indeed, in such Instances tha government vould go 
ahoad and "intervene" (this is a technical term vhich describes government 
action to confiscate s fans under agrarian reform statutes), even though 
the farm had legally permissible acreage. This course of action vas taken 
because of a desire to placata KIR and possibly gain its cooperation la 
other endeavors. * j 

: 1 . : : 

It nov appears, hcvcver, that Allende has concluded that KlR's appetite 
for reform cannot be satisfied with such minor concessions. Furthermore, 
the government is becoming .concerned over the dlaata of Insecurity 
vhich exists among t he small fa rmers, vho fear t hat KIR members may 
confront them next. large measure attribute 

the government defeat in: the 16 January by-elections in southern Chile to 
small farmer discontent vith KIR and Allende *s mild opposition to its lead 
invasion program. Allcnda'a hand is also being forced by the Chilean 
legislature, Which censured Minister of the Interior Jose Toha Consoles 
on 6 January 1972. This was, vith out question, s defeat for both Allende 
and KIR, vhose representatives booed the Chilean President when he 
emerged from the National Assembly building after the vote hed been; 

; taken. It la significant that the nev acting Minister of tha Interior, 

; Alejandro Rios Valdivia (vho has since bean replaced by Hern an del Ca nto ] 
made a public atataaent itaudiaeely after accepting tha nev position la 
vhich ha; said ha vould not allow KIR to continue taking over small farms, 
and that; ha vaa a strong: believer in lorn and order, . . — j* : I 
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3. CmQBBEfl&bcllcvi this vca an accurate reflection of his ovn convictions, 
and also * clever attempt on the part of Allende, with vhoa Rios conferred 
before raking the stjtcnent, tr placate the nation's snail farmer just 
prior to the by-election. Apparently resentment in the agrarian acctor 
In southern Chile vai sufficiently great that this gesture had no effect, 
for the government's candidates were not successful in the election, la 
any case, it docs rev appear that t«io police will respond to any further 
MIR attcirpta at farm confiscation, and resulting confrontations art quite 
likely*' In hla ovn dealings with MIR, FLA5C0 staff members expect Allende 
to use the censure of Toha as an excuse for withdrawing support for KIR 
activities. • I ! 




